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expressing concern over the presence of 
ΜΝ... im Cuba. In addition, the Department has 
received πὶ numerous inquiries from several 
=~ amd Senators on behalf of their constitvents regarding 
: the issue. Recent questions on MIG-Z3s from the press 
9 have been taken at the noon briefinc- 
ΕΝ been pending while souc a full resvonse from the " Ἂν 
'Ω ΩΣ 
: ΟΞ Ἐῇ 
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of the draft letter to Congressman Dornan (Tab 1), and a 
that this text be used to answer other Congressional ae Ἂς 
Ἔ inquiries on the subject. 7 
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Seer Hr. Oormzen: 

Presidect Carter hac asked me to respoad to your 
letter of Movember 15 in which you express concera 
about the Sowiet Union’s transfer of NIG-23 aircraft 
te Cuba. 

Since these aircraft vere first delivered tc 
Caba, the J.S. Gowermment has continually studied 
the matter to determine the aircraft’s characteristics 
and evaluate whether the pianes represent a threat 
τὸ the security of the United States. We have 2150 
carefully reviewed the 1362 Kennedcy-Xhrushchev usder- 
standing to determine whether there has been a viola- 
tion of that understanding. 

Our current assessment based on our ongoing 
examination is that the MIG-23 aircraft now in Cuba 
Go not constitute an offensive threat to the United 
States. Ge consider that at present these aircraft 
do not represent ἃ violation of the 1962 understanding. 
Purthermore, there is no indication that any of the 
MIG-23's now in Cuba are configured to carry nuclear 
weapons or that there are any nuclear weapons on 
Cuban 80il. 

The Honorable 


*- Robert K. Dornan, Mh 535 * 
Bouse of Representatives. 


-2-- 


Te transfer of these aircraft to Cube is ἃ 
gatter cf importaace to the United States. Ag a 
result. we have raised this matter directly with 
the Soviets and have scught clarification of their 
intentions. They Reve aseured us that they con- 
tinue to adhere to the 1962 understanding, and 
that the HIG-23°s are not capable of carrying 
nmaclear weapons. Tie Soviets are aware of the 
seriousness with which we take these assurances. 

While the aircraft now in Coba are not a threst 
to the U.S., we will continue to keep the situation 
there under constant review. AS President Carter 
Stated in his news conference last Movember 30, 
we will continve to monitor Soviet compliance with 
the 1962 understandilig wery carefully to be sure 
that there is no offensive threat to the United 
States from weapons in Cuba. 


Sincerely, 


7vyO 061007 G4. 
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PRESS GUIDANCE: SOVIET MIG-23's IN CUBA 


-- The 0.S. Government has continually studied 
the matter to determine the aircraft’s characteristics 
and evaluate whether they represent a threat to the 
security of the United States. We have also care- 
fully reviewed the 1962 Kennedy-fhrushchev under— 
standing to determine whether there has been ἃ 
wiolation of that understanding. 

-- Our current assessment based on our ongoing 
examination is that the MIG-23 aircraft now in Cuba 
do not constitute an offensive threat to the United 
States. We consider that at present these aircraft 
ado not represent a violation of the 1962 under- 
standing. Furthermore, there is no indication that 
any of the MIG-23’s now in Cuba are configured to 
carry nuclear weapons or that there are any nuclear 
weapons on Cuban soil. 

~- The transfer of these aircraft to Cuba is a 
matter of importance to the United States. Asa 
result, we have raised this matter directly with 
the Soviets and have sought clarification of their 
intentions. They have assured us that they continue to 


adhere to the 1962 understanding and that the MIG-23's 
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are not capable of carrying suclear weesons. The 
Soviets are aware of the seriousness with which wa 
take these assurances. 

—— While the aircraft now in Cuba are not ἃ 
threat to the U.S., we will continue to keep the 
Situation there under constant review. As President 
Carter stated in his sews conference on Sovember 30, 
we will continue to monitor Soviet compliance with 
the 1962 understanding very carefully to be sure 
that there is no offensive threat to the United 


States from weapons in Cuba. 


